
But between 1928 and 1953Aruba was haven to two refineries.In 1928 Royal
Dutch Shell built the Eagle oil refinery and this was immediately followed by a
refinery built by Lago Oil and Transport Company Ltd. in San Nicolas. And
like the Colony in San Nicolas, there too was a secluded compound with
housing and a private hospital. But unlike the Colony, this compound has
become a part of Oranjestad and is not so clearly distinguishable any more
and has integrated into the outskirts of Oranjestad over the years.

The reason why these refineries were built is that both oil companies were
looking to expand there business andAruba was a safe haven to transport oil
and both companies back then were already in fierce global competition.

The Eagle, being virtually one of the first areas to be developed outside the
capital in the late twenties of the former century,was clearly distinguished by
its straight raster of streets and white and green houses. This design was
typically for the refinery,probably a reminder of the Roman ways of building.
To build this neighborhood, however, a first pier, located between nowadays

and had to be erected in the sea to allow building
materials for both the community and the refinery to be transported from
sea vessels to the shore.Our harbor view of Oranjestad as we now know it
was completely different. Until the mid forties the coastline of Oranjestad
and up to the area of the big supermarkets was part (Brackish part of
land, that filled during heavy downpours) and part beach.After the Second
World War it was decided that the then harbor of Oranjestad, the

was not good enough, since bigger ships had a hard time maneu-
vering because of their size.From this pier a railway was laid out to transport
construction and operating materials from and to the refinery.The refinery
area occupied most of Druif Beach. Just to give you an idea; the Eagle
refinery stretched from as far as , the hospital for the Eagle
community, in Bubali to Franklinstraat, where nowadays (and the
former ) can be found.The location of is where
the remittance for the trains of Eagle was situated.At this time, the

did not exist.Close to the building you can still see the sand that
was sprayed to make this land and most older residents of eagle still remem-
ber playing in that white sand, when it had being completed. And like the
Colony this community was guarded with a fence and patrolled entrance
points. During the years these all have vanished, but behind the Eagle tennis
club the clearly distinguishable wooden white homes with green roofs can
still be seen.At the time it was customary to build with wood, since it was
cheap imported from Surinam and durable.Mind you the homes that are still
standing have lasted for over 80 years.All the homes were laid out in the same
kind of fashion, with difference for bachelors, higher ranking officials and
families. In one home, an addition was made to accommodate their 13
children.The bachelors were all set up close to the Eagle club.The compound
had its own water supply that ran along one side of the compound, in
separate tanks to ensure water pressure and each house was fitted with two
water tank to collect rainwater from the roof. Between every few homes, a
set of maid's rooms and washing facilities was built,to accommodate live-inns.
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M
ost people automatically think of the actual refinery,

nowValero in San Nicolas,asAruba's refinery and of the

Colony, its former compound reserved for Lago emplo-

yees and their families, still reminiscent of a better past at the far end of

San Nicolas,in regards to real estate.

Only four homes, belonging to the top officials had private maid's quarters
and were made out of concrete. Since the compound was guarded, the way
people were living there was quite easy. Some of the people who lived here
remember that nobody ever had a key to the house, if privacy was needed;
the screen doors were provisory closed with a chair.The compound was not
built at once. Since the refinery was having difficulties getting good labor, the
compound was built in different stages.As a book from 1932 published by
Pan-Am, which still can be found in the Arubiana/Caribiana part of the
National Library, states,The Eagle community now has two concrete tennis
courts, a Club House called , a private beach area with wooden beach
huts,a private golf course and a hospital,that by 1932 could accommodate 16
patients. The community started out as being strictly for Eagle employees
and their families, but very soon, more Arubans were allowed to live at the
compound.

During the SecondWorldWar,Aruba sidelines played an important role, not
only because it was part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, who officially
were at war, being occupied by the German forces in 1940 until they were
freed by the Allied Forces in 1945. Primarily because of the refineries,Aruba
became a British protectorate from 1940 to 1942 and a US protectorate
from 1942 to 1945. Since Shell was part British, during the war, Scottish
troops came to defend the refinery.Today some of the homes still have a
bomb shelter.In the event of an attack,people could take cover.

In 1942,there was the famous incident of a German submarine that launched
three torpedoes,of which one ended up on Eagle beach.When this projectile
was detonated,it unfortunately cost the lives of 4 Dutch marines,so the treat
that seemed so far away was more eminent then hoped for.

After the war ended, the eagle refinery lost most of its use, since it was
primarily used to refine aviation fuel. Most employees got relocated to
Curacao,to the Isla refinery and the compound itself was used as a deposit. In
1954,the refinery closed and the
compound was sold back to the
Aruban government. The piers
that kept the refinery alive still
were reminiscent of its brief
glorious pas, but the last pier, in
front of then soon to be built
hotel, was demolished in 1974
together with the last trains to
ensure a clear view for the
guests.With the Sasaki highway
being built the last trace of the
railroads disappeared. However,
if you take a stroll down Eagle,
you'll find that there are still a lot
of accents that are reminiscent
of its original purpose.

Special thanks to Karel Arends,
Bert Lampe & Merrill Robles for
sharing their memories and to
the Arubiana/Caribiana of the
Bibliotheca national OfAruba
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Eagle- the forgotten refinery

Old picture of the Eagle compound courtesy of Dan Jensen, webmaster of
http://www.lago-colony.com

The remains of a bomb shelter

A watertank, still good after over 80 years



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [7086.614 9921.260]
>> setpagedevice


